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Introduction

 
Anna Hlôšková. 

 

 

even today.
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What are we talking about when referring to the restricted 
reproduction/“single childedness”/one-child system? 

comes from the Hungarian 

born in families was not an accidental decision, and this decision did not relate 

comes from the Cerovo community. At the beginning of the 20th century this 
was described by the Czech ethnologist Karel Chotek, who noted that this biggest 
“sin” concerned, unfortunately, not only Cerovo. “In this village, they don’t want 

the local minister, this sin would only die out with the last deceased citizen of 
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for sustaining Lutheranism in the village”, as the number of Catholics was 

had the nature of describing a local curiosity without investigating the causes 

among the members of Protestant churches, it was the voices of the members of 

and the one-child system in the 1920s and 1930s

of non-Catholic denominations in Slovakia after the Patent of Toleration. Several 

 

and sessions of the Lutheran Church.
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largely contributed to this decline: “It is widely known that we Lutherans are 

 

re-Catholicisation of Slovakia will continue thanks to the Lutherans themselves” 

From the beginning of the 20th century until the 1930s, the restricted 

 

and teachers who lived in those villages for many years and who in some cases 

the modern sense of the word. 

the First World War for more than two decades. Hungarians felt vulnerable, besieged 
 

affected the other side of the border. 
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Where? 

On the Slovak side of the border, the situation was studied by historian 

Czechoslovakia.1

2

1 
Koubek, 1980.

2 Škorvanková, 2014.

Novohrad, Malohont and Gemer deaneries between 1903 and 1930
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and 1930. A later analysis from 1938, offering data from between 1931 and 1936, 
states that in Hont

in a few years, “Many congregations with less than 400 souls will come to an 

system has not been reduced at all … 43 more souls died than were born … in the 

19th century. From the second half of the 19th century, it emerged among 

“The situation of the Slovaks is worse in the Hont and Novohrad regions, 

and where Slovaks are neighbours to mostly Catholic Hungarians with 

century. On the other hand, the vitality of the Slovak element is much greater in 
western and eastern Slovakia, where the Slovak element and resistance against 
massive Magyarisation on the ethnic Slovak-Hungarian border in the Bratislava, 
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crossing it.” 
This discourse started to be affected by fears that the new inhabitants would 

What is common in the reactions by Hungarian and Slovak authors within 

balance to look as it “threatened” to look like. For instance, Hungarian authors 

what they were concerned about was that this region would not be inhabited 
by Hungarians in the future. Likewise, Slovak authors were not afraid of the 

relatively young Slovak-Hungarian border after 1918, they were rather worried 
about changes in the ethnicity of their inhabitants. 

Why?

interests of society and societal networks. This is the duty towards the state, the 
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morality and a restoration of the worldview.” The reason for the dissemination 

children before they are born, takes away idealism from youth and leads them 

is interested in everything: she should not wear one dress for a longer time, she 

on one child only, so as not to threaten the social and material status of the heirs. 

Šándor

How can it be solved? 

Slovaks living in the Great Hungarian Plains who were undergoing a notable 
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Zvolen in 1950. The resolution called for intense missionary and educational 

Beware of Catholics!

communities consisted of these variables: if there were no heirs in families that 

families had more children and, therefore, their number grew much faster than 
the number of Lutherans. As early as 1931 the character of these families was 
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was already institutional: “Catholics are already founding new monasteries … 

 

 
J. Adamiš warned against the restructuring of classes and schools: “What will 

in Malohont became vacant. A church with a famous history. And now, it should 

they marry too soon we can barely talk about love, they easily start to hate each 
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the day … on one side due to mutual dislike or due to the fact that women can 

The solution came on its own, or the phenomenon stopped being 
interesting 

the Second World War. One of the last notes comes from the beginning of the 

inheritance. 

3 She was fascinated by 

 
 

3 Narody mira, 1964, 
BOTIKOVÁ, 2013, 8FF.
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not been dealt with before the research itself. 

4

5 and regions6, but intensive and  
 

4 For more details, see BOTIKOVÁ, 2013, 19.
5 BOTÍK, 1969.
6 Kandert, 1988, 433, HORVÁTHOVÁ, 1988, 472 FF., ŠVECOVÁ, 1988.
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systematic research can be mainly attributed to Botiková. She based her study 

7 A similar direction can be observed in the 
8 

Lišov, Mochovce and Sikenica. Her original interests were related to various 

Slovakia as well as on the family structures in the same regions where the “one-

and the economy, but whether it is really a matter of merely the economy, or 

 
 a 

7 

8 Sigmundová, 1982, Sigmundová – Hrabovská, 1986.
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Conclusion

 

Catholicism in Slovak society. 

 

look like. 

study of the family and of the traditional inheritance system in the rural areas of 
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